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Q Bj)0rt inttoUuctton to 
HranctBtan Utterature 

No one at all conversant with the trend of 
recent historical and literary study need be told 
that we have entered upoo an era of acbolarly 
interest ia all that concerns the life and work & 
St. Francis of Assiei, Witness the loving, an: 
ious care with which seasoned scholars irrespecti' 
of creed or nationality are seeking out, gatherii 
apart and treasuring up the least detail whii 
bears upon the Sources, as they are called, 
early Franciscan history, while the great world 
of letters looks on approvingly. Perhaps it 1 
speaking too broadly to say that these Souru^ 
now form a special department of stud^. It i^r. 
however, undeniable that in a comparatively few 
years this study has advanced so rapidly, and 
assumed such remarkable proportions, that it ia 
no mere fad of the passing hour, but rather i 
movement destined to leave a more or less lastii '* 
impress upon the literature, if not also upon tl, 
life of our time. Be this as it may, Franciscal 
literature — whether regarded in the broader an 
more popular though somewhat inexact eeni 
recent usa^ has given to this term, or in its mo: 
restricted it higher academic meaning — has b 
come, so to say, the order of the day, and if tl 
reading public is not wholly "Franciacanized" i 
least in tneory, it is surely no fault of present day 
pubU^ers. For the books written within a ver, 
recent period about St. Francis and the begin' 
ninga oi his Order, not to mention pampUata "" 
wBMgaanf articles, are almoat aauMTUA^wa^; 
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A Short iNTRODUCTia 

proverbial leaves of Vallorabrosa. These i 
coDBiBt (or the most pa,rt of reprints and traneli. , 
tions of the early manuscript authorities and of 
origiDal Btudiea dealing with the same. If we 
except a few worthless productions of pretended 
criticism by superficial amateurs which have not 
contributed to the making of the present move- 
ment of Franciscan study but have been manu- 
factured for it, the worliB in question are usually 
edited with scholarly care and, on the whole, 
possess a value and an interest of their own, e' 
lor those unfamiliar with the intricacies i 
technicalities of early Franciscan documents. 

Pending the completion of a larger worlc 
tended for formal students of Franciscan histod 
I have here ventured to jot down a few notes u 
the benefit of the general reader to whom t 
subject may be new, and who may wish for sot 
sort of guide to the vast field of literature wH 
has grown up around the name of the Poverel 
Such is the aim of the present modest booklet. 
It attempts to jirovide a brief outline of the 
Sources oi Franciscan history which so often per- 
plex those unfamiliar with this delightful but 
difficult study, as well as a list of the principal 
works relating to St. Francis written eince tho 
thirteenth century.* Some of these latter have' 
been dealt with rather brieflv, while considerable 
space has been devoted to the enormous English 
literary output of recent years, for I believe ths* 
the general reader whose time is limited is a( 
likely to aci^iiire a. taste for Franciscan hterattu 
bv having his or her attention directed chiefly fi 
older works in another tongue, often teohmaj 
and not always accessible.' 

Now every department of study has its sped 
difRculticH, and early Franciscan history is n\_ 
without them. In the first place it is not easy fgv 
US in the first decade of the twentieth century Ed' 
enter fully and fairly into the life and thought of 
the thirteenth. And yet, as Prof. Little remarks,* 
this is the first eseential for those who wish ta. 
^^approach with understanding the study of S^ 

^Wtmrae ol tbsH pi 




TO Franciscan Literature 5 

The life of the Poor Man of Aasisi can- 

_. jeparated from the agi ' 

which he lived. Hig la indeed 
in which we have learned to trace the perBonifica^ 
tion of the spiritual history of the time. It is 
not enough to know that St. Francis "saved 
European society when it was on the brink of 
collapse,"* or that he "renewed the youth of the 
Church " ; ' we must seek further to know the 
' causes which were de-Christianizing medieval 
society and making religion itself a mere cere- 
monial. There is no Eainsaying the fact that 
those who read about St. Francis without some 
knowledge of the day in which his life was set are 
certain to misunderstand much of what they 
read. On the other hand, the more we know 
about the feudal system and the abuses to which 
it had given rise; of the struggle between the 
Papacy and the German Empire ; of the peculiar 
effects of the Crusades upon the minds of men; 
of the vain attempts to restore Gospel eimpllcity 
made by heretical sects like the Poor Men of 
Lyons and their nameless followers; of the 
multiphcatioD of towns which resulted in drawing 
the people beyond the reach of cloistered monks 
and huddling them together in filthy hovels: of 
the communal feuda, nowhere more common than 
io Umbria ; of the pageantry and Iukuit which 
flourished side by side with poverty and leprosy; 
of the leaven of the Tournaments and the Trouba- 
dours — in a word, the more we know about the 
kind of world by which St. Francis found himself 
surrounded and which gave color to his life, the 
' better will we be able to understand the ideals o( 
the Poverella and to measure his influence and 
attainments. 

It is obvious, therefore, that a study of the 
condition of the Church and State in Italy about 
the year 1209 would form the best introduction 
to the life of St. Francis. In other words, the 
student of Franciscan Sources should bepn with 
at least some special knowledge of what may be 
called the biatorical conditions of the period in 
which St. Francis was one of the chief fieures. 
There is, however, no short, cut Vo axuiti'Vwi'sSsA.^Srj 
it must be picked up, ao \,o BB.^,a.6titi«%wi*>^'*''" 
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6 A Short iNTRODUCTiq 

Now the last two decades of the twelfth centin 
and the first quarter of the thirteenth form, 1 
any the least, a mightilv complicated piece of 
work. And ho far aa I know, there ia no good 
book devoted to this period of tranaition and 
unrest.* For the rest, jt is only very gradually 
that we are obtaicing a real knowledge of the 
Middle Agea. To be sure most modem scholars 
have abandoned belief in the general "darkness" 
of these Ages," but not all know how to discount 
the pious horror and indication of mediaeval 
Hcribea. It may not be amiss, therefore, to note 
by the way for the beaeflt of the tyro that aa a 
rule the more pious a chrooider the blacker 
his colors. 

Premising this we may pasa on to the aubj« 
more immediately engaging our attention : 
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Happily for those whom the subject inters 
there are few medieval lives more tborougl 
documented • than that of St. Francis, We hav* 
in the first place the Writings of the Saint himself; 
there is also a certain number of diplomatic 
documents, donations, Papal Bulla and the like, 
Then come the biographies of the Saint written 
by bis contemporaries and the early Chronicler 
of the Order wnich are in some sort a continua- 
tion of them. Such in briefest outline are th« 
Sources, properly so called, of the history of St, 
Francis. I would auggeat that those who wish tc 
acquire some little knowledge of them (to mastei 
the subject would require a lifetime) should 
begin with ■ 

THE WORKS OF ST. FRAMCIS I 

Unfortunately not a few of these Writings haT( 

i>een lost and tbose that have come down to ut 

contain very few facts about t^e \vle o^ St 

Francis, but they reflect hia perBonB,\\\.Tf >n« 



TO Franciscan Literature 1 

faithfully. Hence their importance. PerhaM 
the last word haa not yet been aaid as to toV 
authenticity of all the OpUBCula attributed to tin 
Saint, but thanka to the critical editions receni 
ly published by the Quaracchi editors,' Frol 
Boehmer and others, >< and the learned criticiBm 
which these editions have called forth,'' we ar 
now able to form a fairly accurate estimate a 
what St. Francis really wrot«. Roughly apeakiq 
his Writings fall naturally under three heads : th 
Rules" represent St. Francis as legislator; hi 
letters show us St. Francis as a spiritual father 
is the Praises and Canticle of the Sun we see QH 
Francis the man of prayer. Not the least welconM 
result of the present widespread interest In StS 
Francis has been the re-editing and re-tranalatio^ 
of his Writines. There is a new English veraion>»'l 

- which affords those unacquainted with tbs | 
Language in which St. Francia wrote as good an 
idea of the Saint as his own words furnish. But 4 
here as elsewhere they who read in a translatiott 

- onlv miss much. The autographs of St. Frandtj 
which have corne down to us form the subject of 
a little volume recently issued by Mr. Balfour.'* 

The so-called Diplomatic Documents bearina 
. upon St. Francis's life and which include the deed 
donating the mountain of La Vema," the regisl«n( 
of Cardmal Ugolino, afterwarfia Gregory IX,*' 
the Bull of Canonization" and the Liturgical 
. Office" all have leas interest for the generri 
reader. In passing o ' 

• THE EARLY BIOGRAPBIGS OP ST. FRANCIS 

it ia necessary for 
dissensions as to 

- which ravaged the Order during the first century^ 
of its existence, resulting in a division of it' 
Friars into two parties-— the so-called Bpiritui 
Friars or Zelanti who clung to the letter of tl 
Rule, and those of the Large Observance wb 
favored a mitigated interpretation of it. In tl 
history of these dissensions we may distingiiii 
three periods. During the first, which beg^ 
soon alter the death of St. Francis, the conten 
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-nraa mainly a question of discipline, the chief 
evidences of it being the Bull Qua Elongati" and 
the demolition by Brother Leo of the marble 
vase set up by Ebaa to receive ofTenoga towaide 
the construction of the Basilica at Assiai." 
The second period was on epoch of transition. 
Under Bl, John of Parma, Joachimism made ite 
appearance within the Order aod became an 
additional element of conflict. It found its chief 
expresdon in an Introduction to the so-called 
"Eternal Goapel" of the Abbot Joachim of Florie 
[+1202] by Gerard of San Donnino which wae 
publicly burned in 1255, its author being sen- 
tenced to life impriaonment." During the third 
period the practical contest as to the observance 
of the Rule maintained by Peter of John Olivi 
f+ 1297], Ubertino da Casafe [+ 1338] and Angela 
Clareno { + 1337] took on a new phase, being 
merged under John XXII [about 1321] into a 
more theoretical dispute aa to the abaolute 
poverty of Christ and the Apostle a." It It 
obvious that these deplorable dissensions must 
have exerciaed a more or lesa prejudicial effect 
upon the first biographers of St. Francis. The 
fact that fierce party spirit waa in the very air at 
the time they wrote had no small influence in 
determining the trend of the early Lives of St. 
Francis — Legenda as they were called in the 
Middle Age a. 

LEGENDS OR LIVES BY CELAHO 

First in date and imporfance amon^ 
biographies is the Vita Pnraa or First Life I 
Thomas of Celano, a companion of the Saint." 
It was written by order of Gregory IX prior to 
February, 1229, and forms, so to say, the comer- 
stone of Franciscan biography. It would be 
fooiiah to contend that Celano waa altogether 
uninfluenced by the condition of affairs around 
him when he wrote this work, but only prejudice 
can find in it a "manifesto" in behalf of Elias. 
Apart from its historic value the First Life is 
written with considerable eloquence. It eon- 
fcfains a graphic description oi ttft v^iwiwiX »v 
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I pearance of St. Francis and some of the b«si 
* known etories. BeGides this Vita Prima" of 
I which many abridgments were made — notabW 

by John of Ceperano," Julian of Speyer,^ 
I Vincent of Beauvaia,'' the author of the metrioal 
(- life," Bartholomew of Trent" and by Celanm 
I himself "> — we are indebted to Celano for a V*" 
j Secunda, or Second Life, compiled 1244-7 a, ^.^ 

supplement to the First Life." This work, whio^l 

I' . was long unknown because of the internal divi- 1 
sionH within the Order, deals more particularly I 
with the virtues of St. Francis. It was followed 
(about 1257 by the Tractatua de Uiraculis," i 
treatise dealing with his miracles of which a oop; 
■ -was not brought to light until 1898; and bsr t«r 
J 5e(|uences in honor of St. Francis." The criticL 

(edition of these works recently published by Fi 
Edouard d'Alencon was much needed." Tb 
TRta Prima and vita Secunda had, indeed, beei 
printed separately but in an unsatiBfactoi] 
manner and were difiicult to procure ; the TractOj 
tuE was inaccessible save in the Analecta BoUan 
diana;" so that if Fr. Edouard had done nothin 
more than gather Celaoo's works on St. Fraacl 
under one cover he would have rendered a signt 
service to Franciscan study. But the value c 
the original writings is greatly enhanced by th 
scholarly introduction and notes — the result a 
long research among the early MSS. authoritiea- 
iii which the eminent Archivist General of th 
Capuchins discusses the life of Thomas of C9 
lano and explains the circumstances i """'" 
his works were written. Indeed no 1 
.wishes to approach with understanding the stu(^ 
of St. Francis's life can afford to be without P« 
Edonard's edition of Celano's Lives. We i 
come in the second place to 

ST. BONAVEHTURE'S LEGEITD 

A new biography of 8t. Francis appeared 
1263. It was written by St. Bonaventure, thi 
Minister General, and is composed of two pan 

I of very unequal value. In the first he publish) 
ibe inedited facts that he bfiAbe«'aa!o\«'Vi^'4i 
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at Aseisi and elsewhere ; in the other he ni 
abridges and repeats what others and espei 
CeUno h&d already recorded. This Lej 
Major" became known as the "Now Legeni 
contradistinction to the "Ancieiit Legt 
under which generic title fourteenth - cet 
writers are wont to describe all the legem 
St. Francis written previous to that by 
Seraphic Doctor. According to the old sa; 

A perfect judge mil read eaeh work o( wit 



and unless we read the Legend of St. Bonavei 
in the spirit in which it was undertaken we 
miss altogether that aspect of his work whi 
the explanation of all tne rest. It is essen' 
a legenda paei«, compiled mainly with a vie 

Sifiitying the unhappy discord still ravagin, 
rder. St. Bonaventure's aim was to presi 
general portrait of the holy founder wbicD, b; 
omission of certain points that had given ri 
controversy, should be acceptable to all pa 
This aim was surely legitimate even tb 
history maj; have suffered thereby, Whai 
hancea the interest of St. Bonaventure's L 
the fact that Giotto used it as the basis o 
frescoes in the Upper Church at Assisi, and 
Dante, charmed by it, drew the picture o; 
Saint in the "ParadiEo." 

To ensure the acceptance of this "New Leg 
the General Chapter at Paris in 1266 prose; 
all the earlier biographies and decreed that 
should no longer be read and should, to the ut 
of the power of the Friars, be destroj 
Although some critics " consider this n 
draconic edict to have been a purely litui 
ordination, others " with greater probability 
seems to me — though I speak as one less w 
regard it as aimed at the destruction of th 
called "Ancient. Legend," part of which hai 
comein the hands of the Spiritualsa very trur 
Whichever be the true account, it is fortunat 
the cause of Franciscan literature that, in spi 
tbU decree, the early Lives have one by one i 
to light, although it toolc juet s\x ^tan&'ce'l 
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thirty-two years to recover all the scattered 
fragnienls of Celano's Legends of St. Francis. 

So much for Celano and St. Bonaventure. T9 
be sure, as Fra Salimbena long ago reminded ui 
they are far from having told us all — for tb& 
matter no single Legend gives a complete pictUB 
of St. Francis since all are more or less f ragmentan 



open to criticism, yet their Legends remain thd 
chief early sources of our information on the life 
of St. Francis. They are the authorities whiotl 
huve supplied the Saint's many subsequf-*^ 
biographers with moat of their data. The Li 
end of St. Bonaventure was long ago done ii_.. 
■ English ;" a translation of Ceiano a Lives wiBj 

A third work which hi 
part in many biographie: 
' so-called 

LEGEITD OF THE THREE COMPAHIOHS 

In regard to this work it should be noted thai 
□ t the Chapter at Genoa in 1244, the Genera] 
Crescentius had called upon any of the Friuw 
who might have special knowledge of St. Franelt 

- to furnish facts for a new biography. In answi 
lo this appeal Brothers Leo, Xngelo, and Rufint 
three of St. Francis's most intimate aiaeiples, bbd^^ 
to the General, August 11, 1246, a collection ol 

• notes together with a dedicatory letter. Thu 
letter has come down to us. It is followed in m 
(he MSB. by a biography called the Legendl 
Trillin Sociorum. The authenticity of this tradv 

' tional legend has, of late years, been questioned 
on such good grounds that very few scholars an] 
longer believe it to be the Legend of the ThTM 
Companiona in its entirety; whether or not, how 
ever, it represents a fragment of their handiwork 
or Bomethmg else, is less easy to determine. With" 
out wishing to intrude an opinion on so diSicuft 
and delicate a subject, I venture to think that thi 
Companions did not write anything per moduli) 
Irgendte &tid that we must look for tneir contriboi 
tion to Franciscan history to the Second Life bj 
CfJsno in so far as the docvi,meii\» *Oot.^ wsq-x.^ 
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Creicentiuj wars used by Celano in the coropila 
tion of this Second Life, which, tor the rest 
altogether sqiiarea with their dedicatory letter 
But this is not the plaice to discuBs the author 
ship of the Legeada III Sociorum concerning 
which a whole controverBial literature has growr 
up." The aame is true of 

THE MIRROR OF PERFECTIOH 

or Speculum Perfectionis. a strikingly ori^na 
work which was introduced into Franciscar 
itudiea in 1898 by Paul Sabatier as the Legendi 
Antiquisaima S. Fntncisri written by BrotBei 
Leo aa early as 1227." Although this claim has 
been hotlv disriuted, the French critic still aeemi 
conyincea of tne Leonine origin of the Speculum. 
The majority of critics, however, incline to a 
later date than that of the twelve-twenties and 
ascribe it to various writers. The several hy- 

Cotheses now advanced concerning the Specu- 
im may be reduced to two: (1) it is a work ol 
1227 with retouches of a later date; (2) it is a 
compilation of 1318 in which materials of as 
earlier period were used." But the Speculuni 
is atill m process of evaluation; some thirty-twr 
of its chapters seem authentic. Perhaps in the 
end the whole question may resolve itself largelj 
into one of name, and it mav turn out that butt 
the Speculum Perfectionis (whether its date be 
fixed at 1318 or earlier) and the Legend which hat 
oome down to us under the name of the Three 
Companions (whether in tho shorter form first 
published by the Bollandiata •' or in the iargei 
one edited by Fathers Marcellino da Civezza and 
Teofilo Domenichelli'>), as well aa the greatei 
part of the Actus B. Francisci or Fioretti," be- 
ndes such other fourteenth-century compiutions 
aa the so-called Leeenda Antiqua," are nothing 
elae than so many ailTerent rivulets more or lew 
turbulent and tainted springing in the first 
instance from one and the same source now ir- 
reparably lost in its original form, to wit: the 
rotiUi of Brother Leo and tho notes of the Com- 
■janiona presented to the Minister General 
'^reBcentms in 1246 in reply to \i\b ai^'^oaV loi 
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further light on the life of St. Francis." Be thil 
Hs it may, we owe to this appeal of Crescentiu^ 
if not to the General himself, the DialogiH 
drawn up about 1245 and first published in 1909 
by Fr. Leonard Lemmens.** But to return to tlu 
Speculum and the Legenda III Sociorum. it Ii 
difficult in the present state of our knowledge ta 
assign either one a fixed place among the Sourcei 
properly bo called. Both works are of the utmut 
value and interest withal, and because thej^ 
breathe such a. sweet perfume of Franciacui 
simplicity and iet in a flood of light on the pei^ 

Knality of the Poverello they ought to be read 
' all who desire a closer acquaintance with St. 
Francis. There are at least three English translv 
tions of the Speculum" and one of the Legendiii 
III Sociorum." 

Several other works de&line with the life of 
St. Francis and continuing with the early hiatoir 
of the Order were compUed in the second haUt 
of the thirteenth century. These include tha 
Legendtt Anooyma," the Liber de Laudibus of 
Bernard of Besse," and the long chapter devoted 
to St. Francis in Voragine'a Golden Legead.'* 

EARLY CEROHICLES 

AmoDK the early Chronicles of the Order thow 
written by Thomas of Eccleston and Jordan of' 
Giano contain extraordinarily vivid memories of 
' the establishment of the Franciscans in England 
and Germany respectively. Incidentally botb' 
these works furnish much valuable information 
. on the general trend of early Franciscan events 
and thought. Jordan's Chronicle written aboui 
1262 has been twice edited in fragmentary 
form." A complete copy of the Latin text wita 
notes by Prof. Boehmer is annojjnced for early- 
publication in the Collection d'Blvdee, In th* 
same series Prof. Little promises a new edition of 
Eccleston's De Adventu FF. Hiuonun in AnslUm, 
based on the "missing manuscript" in the Phulippi 
collection." This work, written about 12B0, ha* 
already been published both in the RoUa Seriet 
l^mnd in the Analecia Franciscana." Ther« is a^ 
KprceUent venmculat version t^ ^^. tiaJSc** 
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O.S.P.C.'Swhich will appeal to all those interested 
in the "Coming of the Friars." " 

On the other hand the Chronicle of Fn 
Salimbene of Parma, written 1282-87, has only 
'a remote interest tor the student of Franciscan' 
Sources properly so called. For its own sake, 
however, this remarkable work deserves to rank 
among the most intimate human documents ol 
the thirteenth century, its author being, in soi 
sort, a thirteenth- century Pepys. The ver; 
imperfect edition of Salimbene published i 
Parma in 1857'° has recently been sup pie men tei 
by Prof. Holder-Egger'a critical edition of tlu( 
complete Latin text." Under the title "From 
St. Francis to Dante." G. G, Coulton has lately 
edited a translation of all that seems "of primal^ 
interest" in this Chronicle.*' Unfortunate^ 
"Mr, Coulton is a doctrinaire, and it seems that h^ 
translates Salimbene merely to transform thv 
simple friar into a witness to his charges againrt 
the century of the wonderful Emperor Frederick, 
Pope Gregory IX, and the Abbot Joachim. . . . 
But it would be better to detach Sahmbene, k 
man who gives a true account of himself, from J 
all such theorizing, if we want to enjoy his picture J 
of life. T. L. K. Oliphant's translation of certain i 
passages, with none but needful explanatory f 
notes, which he published in his volume of essays, I 
'The Duke and the Scholar,' away back in 1879, m 
must remain for the present the most useful 1 
English version of the friar's journal for the 
historical student." '^ 

In addition to the various thirteenth-century 
Legends and Chronicles written within the Order, 
several valuable references to the life and work 
of St. Francis may be found in other contemporary 
records. Among' these non-Franciscan Source! 
the letters of the French prelate Jacques de Vitiy 
and chapter ixxii of hia curious Hiatoria Occl-^ 
dentalis " the eontiouator of William of Tyre *• 
and the Chronicle of Burchard and Conrad of 
Ursperg " are most often cited. 

Apart from such historical documents as 
'~ Q been con^dering special mention must 
e of 



THE SACRUM COMMEBCIUM, 



poetically esponded by one of hja iramediai 
followers. It tells how St. Francis BQUght tl 
Lady Poverty alone on a remote mountain, hel 
converse with her and won her by his Burpassin 
devotion to come and live with his brethren I 

aueen of their religious virtues. If Fr. Edouai 
'Alengon, to whom we are indebted for tl 
critical Latin text *" of the Sacrum Commercitunr 
ia right io aaeignio^ the authorship to Bl. Giovani^ 
Parenti, first Minister General after St. Frandi 
[+I230I, and in fixing its com[)letion in Julj, 
1227, then the Sacrum Commercium ia the fin 
book ever written relating to St, Francis.' 
Others, however, including Don Minocchi, edito 
of the latest Italian version, '° ascribe the Socmn. 
Commercium to Bl, John of Parma [+1298].* 
The fact that its authorship is uncertain <■ in nr 
wise affects the intrinsic beauty of this fairest ou, 
mediceval idylls which inspired the pen of Dant 
and the brush of Giotto and which has beeq 
done into English in a way worthy of the origins 
by Mr. Montgomery Cannichael." 

Although the Sources, properly so called, cloi 
with the thirteenth century, it would be ver; 
shortsighted, to say the least, to neglect tli 
productions of subsequent writers, some of whiel 
are of great value. 

FOURTEENTH CENTURY 

This century produced the Actus B. Francisd 
el Socionim Ejus. This work, which is attrib 
uted to Pra. I'golino di Monte Giorgio, dat« 
from 1322-28 and comprises with some additioni 
matter the original Latin teict out of which som 
uuknown fourteenth-century friar translated tb 
evcr-fraarant Fioretti or "Little Flowers of SI 
Francis — one of the most delicious production! 
of the Middle Ages. No one can form an adequati 
idea of the lively faith, the childlikn tM&'^t.ii^Sq 
and the tender piety iWt c\i8.TwAervtft4. 'Ocft''*c« 



»|6 A Short IntroductioMj 

of St. Francis and bis earliest disciples who haa; 
Dot read the Fioretti whicli, for the rest, contains 
more history as distinct from mere poetry thaa it' 
has always been customary to recognize. H, 
Sabatier has published the Latin text of both the 
Actus and the Fioretti." The latter ought if 
all poasible to be read in Italian," but tnere t 
several excellent tranelations." 

The early fourteenth century alao fumiahw 
ua with the Arbor Vitie Crucifixi and the Chroniei 
Tribulationum. These worlds reflect the point o^ 
view of the Spiritual Friars " who claim to han 
had access, among other documents, to tb< 
writings of Brother Leo, The Arbor Vitn com 
posed on La Verna in 1305 by Ubertino di 
Casalc '• insists upon the poverty of Christ ant 



Francis by way of^ rebuke to those wl 

" I Ml 

eloquent though fanciful commentary on th| 



desired to relax tne Rule, 



t; 



Gospels." The Chronicle of the Seven Tribul*' 
tions written some twenty years later and ii| 

greatest part the work of Angelo Clareno, records 
le persecutions suffered by the Zelanti begin»3| 
ning with the innovations made during St, I 
Francis's sojoura in the East [12191 and con-fl 
tinuing up to the pontificate of John'XXII. TbfrJj 
joachimite influence is manifest throughout ti» 1 
work which spite of its tone of heroic endurauoft I 
is tinged with bias and bitterness," It has been I 
pubtisned in part by both Ebrle and Dollinger,".! 
Prof. Tocco 18 preparing a new edition based on J 
the Laurenziana MS. I 

Pre-eminent among the later compilations of I 
the fourteenth century is the well-known Chronicii^ 
XXIV Generahum which is ascribed to Fnl 
Arnold of Sara no, Provincial of Aquitai 
Although not completed until 1379, this m 
entertaming collection of Franciscan tore cOD 
tains many early documents such as the life a! 
Brother Giles, ■> and much important inform* 
tion derived from lesser works such as th 
Catalogus Sanctorum Fratrum Hinonim,*' bosi 
of which are now lost like that of Peregrinua <]_^ 
Bologna.'* The Friars Minor oE Quaracchi pubi 
lisbed a critical edition of this Chronicle in 1S97.* 
The close of the fourteenth century witnessed 
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the appearance of the De Confonnitate by 
Bartholomew Riaonico of Fisa, which was ap- 
proved by the General Chapter of 1399." Ttug 
remarkat^e booh, condemued with most uo> 
merited oatracism by superficial students who 
have not had the patience to master it, has been 
lauded by M. Sabatier in terma that eeem tqr 
savor of exaggeration. BetwecD these two e& 
treme views the sorely needed critical edition of 
the text recently published at Quaracchi >' en^ 
ables us to discover the veritable mine of maltria 
seraphica that lies half hidden as it were among 
the sometimes overdrawn parallels between the 
lives of Christ and St. Francis which form the: 
thesis of the Conformities. 

With Pra Bartholi'a Treatise on the Porttun- 
cula, published by Sabatier in IQOO," and th». 
well-known Provinciale Ordinis Minorum, edited' 
at Quaracchi in 1892, "our selection of fourteen tl^ 
century works closes. 

FIFTEENTH CENTURY 

■ The fifteenth century added little to thoa 
which had preceded it, so far at least as concerns 



the class of works more immediately ei^aginK: 
our attention. But it saw the first printea' 
editions of several works which, for their own 



sake, have a special value and interest. Sucb^ 
are the Dicta or Sayings of Blessed Giles •' [1463(. 
which so faithfully reflect the primitive Fran- 
ciscan teaching, and the Laudes of Jacopone dn 
Todi ■' [H90] which bear witness to the remark- 
■ able innuencB of St. Francis on early Italian 
literature. 

SIXTEENTH CENTURY 

To the Hixteenth century belong the Specu- 

r<|nin Vitae and the more polemic Speculum MinD- 

Q," printed respectively in 1504 and 1509, the 

^^c,r-xonicle of Glassberger, written about 1508 and 

■Wited in the Anakcta FraTuyiscana," the stiB 

unprinted Chronicles of Harianus of Florence 

composed before 1527," and ttft C\ix(na&Ve. ^i 

ISdrk oi Lisbon, published al Wa^icra, \W*v-*i^ 



f 
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besideB the hiatoricsl works of Rodolfo of Tossig- 
Dana [15861 and of the Ven. Francis Gonzago 
[1587] on tne origin and growth of the Serapbit 
Order." All these writers borrowed freely from 
the early legends, making additions or omistdont 
at pleasure ; the fact thJat they sometimes had 
accegs to original documente which have not 
come down to us gives to their work a value i( 
would not otherwise possess. This is eepeciallj 
true of the Chronicles of Glasaberger and Mark ol 
Lisbon. 

SEVENTEENTH CENTURY 

In the seventeenth century Luke Wadding" 
produced eight volumes [1625-1654] of hif 
Aimales Minorum, which aim at giving a, com- 
plete history of the Friars Minor from the be- 
ginning." It is a matter for regret that thif 
monumental work of the great Irish annalist 
should be marred by serious chronological errors, 
and that instead of following the early MSS. he 
had at hand, Wadding was content to transcribe 
the incomplete and often altered parts of then 
he found in second-hand compilations. It would 
bo unfair, however, to malse a scapegoat of 
Wadding, for it must be remembered that he 
wrote at a time when even the highest minde 
troubled themselves little enough about literary 
exactness. His mighty tomes, spite of certain 
shortcomings from our scientific standpoint, are 
of incontestable value and are perhaps more 
often consulted for reference to early Franciscan 
history than any other single work. The honor 
of first publishing [1623) a collection of the 
Writings of St. Francis also belongs to Wadding •< 
and we are still further, his debtor for the Scnp- 
tores Ordinia Minorum"" [1650]. Several othei 
seventeenth-century friars, including Henry 
Sedulius,"! Dominic Do Gubernatis,"" Augustine 
of Stronconio, i"» Arthur de Mouatier and For- 
tunatus Hueber >■■• helped to swell the cataloeue 
of Fntnclacan works by their more or less vu|ta 
able oontributions to tne history ol liba OrdarJ 
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EIGHTEENTH CENTURY 
During the eighteenth century great ftdvsQM^ 
was made in the rehabilitation of the early 
Sources. In 1768 the Bollandists nublished for 
the firet time the Vita Prima by Celano and tbs 
traditional Legenda III Socionun, together with 
the Legend by St. Bonaventure and a brilliant^ 
commentary by Fr. Constant SuyskenH."" Abou( 
the same tiine 11759-68] the Conventual Sbarales' 
published a coUection of Papal Bulls concerning 
the Franciscans, "■* not a. few of which thai 
BollandiatH had overlooked. The biographies erf 

■ Bro. Elias and Bl. John of Parma by Fr. Irenaeutf 
Affo, issued respectively in 1777 and 1783, need 
Home revision in the light of our present ampler 
knowledge of both lives.'"' Little need be said 

■ regarding the Life of St. Francis by Fr. Candid! 
Chalippe '" [1725J. This work has no doubfe 
done good service in its way and day, but it must 
not be read with a critical eye. 

NINETEENTH CENTURY AND AFTER 

In 1806 Sbaralea's posthumous supplement lo 
Wadding's Scriptores appeared '"■ and (lie Con- 
ventual, Fr. Rinaldi, who published it also edited 
the Vita Secunda by Celano which had escaped 
the Bollandists. "° The critical method ia- 
augurated by the latter was followed up by 
Niccola Papini, ex-General of the Conventuals, 
in his history of St. Francis [1825] and lesser 
works which, though too often domiiiated by 

- party spirit, have exercised a very coBsiderablff 
influence."' Among the biographies produced 
towards the middle of the century those by 
Chavin de Malan [1841] and Frederic Morin 
[1858]'are written from the Catholic standpoint,"* 
while those by Edward Vogt [1840) and Kail 
Ease [1856] represent a Rationalist point ot 
view."' To the same period belong Franceaoo 

. Prudeniano's study of St. Francis and his time 
[1952] which has seen so many editions,"' and 
Frederic Oaanam's still more popular work on thn 
early Franciscan poets [18521 wluch has aot "j** 
been superseded.'" 
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A dietinct advance, not only on Falomes'E 

ultra-Conventual history i" [1873], but upon all 
the preceding works, wae made in the compendiouE 
history of St. Francis and the Franciscans by 
Fr. Panfilo da Magliano'" [1874-6]. It is a 
matter of regret that Fr. Panfilo did not live to 
complete this excellent work which, bo far bg 
it goes, is thoroughU' reliable. The Synoptic 
Table ol Franciscan History by Fr. Lfion Patrem 
[1879] — whose premature death deprived the 
Order of another scholar of mark — no less than 
his subsequent chronological studies in St. 
Francis's fife"' deserve to be better known. 
Antonio Crifitofani's history of Assisi"' [ISTS] 
is also worthy of special mention. The cheap 
reprint by Mgr. Leopold Amoni in 1880 of Celano, 
Bt. Bonavenlurc and the traditional Leeend of 
the Three Companions >" served at least the pur- 
pose of bringing this trilogy of works within 
easier reach. Tne Auricle Seraphique of Fr. 
LSon de Clary appeared in 1882, '"i 

The centenary celebrations of the latUr year 
appear to have quickened the interest of scholars 
in the life and work of St. Francis, as witness the 
studies of men like Renan,"" Tocco,"' Bonghi,'" 
Thode,'" and Gebhart,"" which appeared soon 
afterwards. Certain it is that the study of 
Franciscan history thenceforth steadily increased 
in widening circles. In particular Prof. MtiUer'a 
' Anfdnge '" [18H5] may be said to have paved the 
way for the research work among the Sources 
which has since assumed such immense propor- 
tions. The year 1885 also saw the establishment 
of the Arehiv /iir LiUeraiur-vnd Kirchengeschichle 
det MiUdoters,'" edited by Fathers Deniflc, O.P., 
and Ehrle, 8. J., and of the .4 no^cfo Franciacana "* 
issued by the Friars Minor of St. Boaavcnture's 
college, Qiiaracchi, two publications which have 
afforded immense aid to students. In the fol- 
lowing year Mgr. FalocI Puligoani began the 
issue, at Fofigno, of the Miscellanea Frati' 
eescana,"' a quarterly periodical which still holds 
its own aggressively and is a real storehouse of 
information, although it may be said to represent 
the extreme conservative, one mi^t almost say 
Conventual, view of things Ytaudficaa. 
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But the greatest impulse to the □ 



I Saint Franfois '^' which was almost simultane- 

|_ oualy crowned by the French Academy and 

j' placed upon the Index."" I have elsewhere 

I dealt at some length with the objectiooabltt 

features of this remarkable book '" and do not 

intend to recur to them hero, the more so since I 

' have reason to believe that the revised edition of 

it will be very difterent from the original. Meaa- 

while the latter, now in its fortieth edition, con- 

tinuea to propagate the errors long ago — aa in 

•the case of tne Porziuncula — recognized by it«. 

author. But let that pass. However much the 



purely biographical portion of M. Sabatier'a book. 
may be crippled by his entire lack of sympathy 

'with St. Francis's rehgious standpoint, that part 
of the work which deals with early Franciscan 
history and which is at onco the most interesting 
and valuable, has served to open up a new era in 

- the study of the Sources and, if we are now in the 
maelstrom of books dealing with St. Francis, it ia 
due largely to the energy and enthusiasm with 
which M. Sabatier has followed up this subject. 

It would be a great mistake, however, to regard 
the French critio as the only true. exponent of the' 
life of St, Francis, or to Buppose that the world 
was left in ignorance of the Poverello until ha 

■entered the field of Franciscalia. M. Sabatier 
himself would be the last to undervalue the 
research and erudition of his many predecessors 
in this field. 

But though the movement of Franciacaa 
studies did not originate with M. Sabatier, he haft 
certainly given it form and volume. Prior to 
1894 when the translation of M. Sabatier's Life 

"appeared,"' most English non-Catholics read of' 
. St. Francis in Mrs. Oliphant's popular bio*, 
raphy '" [1871] and in Sir James Stephen's well- 
known essay.'" Since then several Lves have 
appeared in Engliah. These works for the most 
part owe their inspiration directly or indirectly 
to M. Sabatier. Had he not written his Life of 
Si. Francis, it ia more than ptoWo\e Vas.'t, sa."^ 

sketchea of it as those by ttvo B.Qn. ani."?^-*.' 
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Eerley,'" Rev. Dr. Mcllvaine "' and Miaa 
Iddart '" — to mention only three English biog- 
Ibhies — would never have seen the Gght, Be ' 
a it may, it is aurelj no injustice to thea» 
e or to other repent English,'" German,'" 
rench,"3 Italian and Spanish '•* biograpfaera. 
r the Saint to Bay that the finally acceptable, 
'^tical life of the real St. Francis is still an u»-. 
en volume in any language. Perhaps it is 
iarly to look for such a desideratum. >« 
tVithout doubt the best biography of the Saint 
h,hus far issued under Catholic auspices is Abbi. 
■Le Monnier'a weil-kcown HiBtoiy.'" It is based 
■on original research and, though it displays undua' 
I dependence upon certain sources to tfie exclusion 
I of others, it la altogether worthy of its subieot. 
I Those who prefer a shorter and less expensive 
1 book may be referred to the biography of Fr.*. 
Leopold de Ch^anc^,'" which is none the leaaf 
readable for beine written in an enthusiastic style 
and for being based largely on the Fioretti, 
Among modem non-Catholic works on St. Francis- 
that of Canon Knox Little is generally ranked j 
highest."' Never mind if some of its pages savor i 
more of hoiniletics than of history; it is the work J 
of a thoroughly devout scholar, and contains a J 
very su^estive outline of St. Francis's manifold § 
lines of influence. I 

To be sure, St. Francis sought first the kingdomi 
of God and His justice, and never strove to iBve"' 
the course of art or to force poetry to take a n< 
direction. But these things were added un 
him, and among those to whom Italian art an| 
letters owe an incalculable debt we ix 

Buredly reckon the Poi-erello of Assisi. 

the present widespread interest in St. FranJ 
has been materially reinforced by artistic a^ 
literary influences.'" Spite of its defects froDi 
theological point of view, Thode'a monumt 
work already referred to may be regarded a 
authority tor the influence of St. Francis on ( 
Italian art. Ozanam's Pontes Franciscains fi^ 
the same ofltce in regard to hterature, even the 
some of its views may now seem a trifie i 
quitted.'*' Neither o( these woits ba,9 | 
traaelated, but in her Fiaauacan l^twft 
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Italian Art'" Miss Gumey Salter haa drawn 
largely on Thode and otherwise produced an 
cellent compendium. Her mode of dealing h 
Giotto's frescoes in the Upper Church at A( 
is specially admirable, and most critics will agree 
with her view that there is no true portrait of 
St. Francis in the modern sense of the word. Thai 
icono^aphy of St, Francis has also been dealt 
with in a special volume by Westlake "' and the 
richly illustrated work of Plon Nourrit '" should 
not be overlooked by those whom the subject 
interests. 

It has been truly said that to know St. Francia 
' one must know the places where he lived. In th« 
Story of Assiei '" Miss Duff Gordon has described 
these places in and around St. Francis's native 
town with sympathetic historical insight, great 
charm ot style and all due reverence. Much 
interesting information about Mount La Verna 

Kone wno knows and loves it ia contained in 
■. Carmichael's delightful volume on Tu»- i 

■ cany.'" Gubbio, the country of Brother Wolf, 
has been treated apart.'" The Cruickshank'a 
Dmbrian Towns is of wider scope,"' and it is 
with something more than mere geographical 

' knowledge that Mr. Edward Hutton in a more 
recent volume takes ua through Perugia, Spello, 
Folieno, Spoleto, and other ancient hul-set cities 
whicn dominate the valley ot Spoleto, with the 
grand spirit of its saints and of its painters brood- 
ing over thera all.'" We are able to follow St. 
Francis and his first companions still further afield, 
with M. Saba tier for guide, in Mrs. De Selincourt's 
Homes of the First Franciscans,'" which tells of 
the Umbrian solitudes and less known loci on 
the borders ot Tuscany and the Northern Marches. 
Thet'e is much that is praiseworthy in this dainty 
book, but unfortunately its statements are not 
always to be taken on trust, and in at least one 
instance it places St. Francis — no doubt unin- 
tentionally — in a position for which there is no 
warrant in histoiy. In Miss Macdoaeli's more 
scholarly Sons of Francis "° we meet not only the 
well-known daily companions of the Poverello, 
but others separated itom ^wa V3 'Ovmfc w. 
circumstance, although \jiii\,«4 vtv s^^rA. i-^" 
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author has ^one to original authorities for most 
of the material utilized, but haa in some instances 
simplv elaborated portraits M. Saba tier bad 
already sketched. Her book ia not without 
blemiBhes, but the student with Buflicient fore- 
knowledge of facts to discount the bias which the 
author professes will find her vivid character 
sketches not only entertaining and suggeBtiv* 
but an incentive to a closer acquaintance with | 
the early Sources. 

For Buch aa are more directly interested i 
the social aspect of St. Francis's life Fr. Dubois 
has provided a work in which the socioloncal . 
point of view is taken throughout. "° Even tnoM 
who object to the author's views and conclusions 
must h« grateful for bis scholarly introduction 
and exhaustive bibliography. Students who ars 
considering the poHuibility of applying the ' 
principles lihich underlie the work of St. Francis 
to the social needs of our day may derive many 
helpful suggestions from Fr. Cuthbert's treatment 
of St. Francis's social apostolate.'" There ar© 
also special studies of St, Francis from tho 

Ssychological and medical standpoint.'" Those 
nally who desiderate a "five-minute" book which 
they can take up without fear of being worried 



by any theorizing or controversy will find aeleo- 
tions for every day in the year from early Fran- 
ciscan writings in Howell's Franciscan DayB'" — 
a work excellent in plan if less so in execution. 

But 1 must forbear including books which go 
beyond the limits of my subject, although I am 
far from supposing that we have exhausted the 
list of works connected with it.>" For the rest, 
not a tittle of the best literature dealing with our 
subject, especially of a critical kind, has in recent 
times appeared in serial publications and periodi- 
cals. There have been several new departures 
in this field. M. Sabatier has been mainly in- 
strumental in the establishment of two series of 
publications — the Collection d'Elvdes et de Docu- 
mMiia '" and the Opuscides de CriXique Hit- 
toriqve."* The works so far published in the 
first series are of unequal value. 'They include, 
besides M, Sabatier's editions of the Speculum 
Perfectionifl, the Actus B. Francisci, and the 



- 'i 



I TO Franciscan Literature 2S 

Tractatus de Portiuncula already mentioDBd, » 
rather one-sided study of Brother Eliaa by Drt 
Lcmpp '" and two early lives of St. Antony r 
Padua, with notes, by De Kcrval."' Perhai 
the most valuable issue of the Opuscules — i 
. which some eleven numbers have appeared up i 
date — iH that containing the Reguu Antiqua^ 
which must repreeent a very early form of th| 

L original Rule for Tertiaries. ^ 

With a view to furthering and systeinatizi_^ 
the study of early Franciscan history within tbl 
.Order, the present Minister- General of the FriaE 
iGnor, Fr. Dionysiua Schuler, in a recent timelj 
IjUid important encyclical — which seema to p« 
jtte whole question on the proper basia'" — an 
|U>unceB the institution of a new histories^ 
liffuarterly which will bear the title ATchiviiM 
JtrancMcana-HiMoHcum. The first number of thi 
nview will appear shortly and the fact that t 
Will be edited by the Palrtt Edilores of Quaraccfa 
is asaurance enough that it will be worth having 
Uean while the apace devoted to FranciscaC 
Hatory by Fr. Van Ortroy, S.J., and others in th( 
, Aiialeela BoUandiana"' asaumes yearly largei 
■ ftwportions. Besides, we have the nine-year ok 
Etudes Franciscaines published monthly by ttu 
I'rencb Capuchins "' and the Bulletiino Critico d 
'Cote FrOTicescane, a Florentine quarterly etartet 
iy Luigi Suttina in 1005."> Both these period- 
i^la are well edited and up to date, but the formal 
%ould be more helpful to the student of Fraoa 
:tfBcan Sources if it devoted less space to pure' 
yieological queations, and the latter if it appear* 
^th greater regularity. Special mention mil 
^Uo be made of the Augusta Perusia which 
Erected by Giro Trabulaa and devoted to tl 
topography, art and manners of Umbria.'" 
I There is aa yet no periodical in English of tl 
fcame claE« as these, but some of the montblie) 
published for Franciscan Tertiaries often contain 
able contributions from well-known acholars, "■ 
and not a few important articles have appeared 
in recent years in magaKlDeB of a more general 
character.!" 

The i«cent remarkable n>]wth of scholarly 
interest in St. Francis iounl ^utftiat a-t-^^fiwass 




in the foundation at AssiBi in 1^02 of an Int« 
national Society of Frdnciscas Studies, of wtiic 
an English branch exists in Loudon. The aini d 
this Society is to found at Assisi a complot 
library of works on Franciscan history, to aea" 
the students of Franciscan history in vario 
nays and to compile a catalogue of Franoise 
MS8. in different European countries. Th 
stated the purposes of the Society are conformaU 
to the design of Rev. Joseph Ehsei, the lamentv 
young priest nho first projected it, but if we ma 
believe the criticisms passed in certain quarters ^ 
upon some of the volumes published under ir 
ausipices, it is to be feared that its "studies" ai, 
not influenced whoQy by historical coDsiderationi 
Be this as it may, 2Lt least two books pubUshB 
by members of the Society in queatioii r~ 
distinct asset — Prof. Little's Initia "• and _ _ 
Alessandri's catalo^e of the Assisian Library v 
— and for the rest it is perhaps too eariy as ya 
to pass judgment upon the achievements of th* 
Society. 

mbered that the woik 



rch has only ju«lh 

already done, ba* 

the result is to some ex:tent sub judiee so to ekj^ 



b«gun. Much indeed has been already done, o 



much more ^et remains to be accompltsheo. 
There are missing MSS. still to be recovered; 
there are Legends already in our possession BtSt' 
to be edited' — a conspicuous example being tbM^- 
ot St. Clare.'" It is not easy, therefore, to givti 
a categorical answer to the question often asked: 
what results have been so far attained in coa- 
sequence of the momentous movement of Fran- 
ciscan study and research."' Besides, so mudi 
depends upon the point of view. But it seem* 
sate to say tliat on the whole nothing has been 
brought to light that need alter our viewtf 
materially on the chief facts of early Franciscaai 
history; that nothing has been added to the Iif9> 
of St. Francis different from what has been knowall 
all along to the patient scholars whose lives wer 
largely spent in the studv of crabbed media?v 
MSS. and well niah forpotten volumes of Fra 
ciacan lore before that study became the vc 
The strenuous reeearcb woit ol \,\\e\a.B\, 
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has resulted then not bo much in the discovery 
of new documents aa in the reproduction and 
translation of the early MSS. authoritiea and of 
original studies on these Sources. We can no'~ 
boast oa the one hand of definitivB editions' 
presuming no unlooked-for developments upset 
them — of the Works of St. Francis, of the 
Legends by Celano, St. Bonaventure, Julian of 
Speyer, tne Anonymous Perugian, John of 
~ Ceperano, Bernard of Bease, of the Cbroniclea 
of Glassberger, Salimbene, the XXIV Generals, 
Eccleston, and the Conformities by Bartholomew 
of Pisa, aa mentioned above. We are also in 

■ possesion of provisional editions of the Leeend 
of the Three Companions, the Speculum Pei^ 
fectionis, and the Actus B. Francisci, while 
critical editions of Jordan's Chronicle, the Tribu- 

' ladons and Fioretti are already in sight. On the 
other hand as a result of the original researches 
of diEEerent scholars more light has been thrown 
upon certain details of the Seraphic legislation. 

■ Some misconceptions have been removed, e " '- 
the case of the authorship of the Fioretti, S 
obscurities, like those surrounding the Portiuncula 
Indulgence, have been drawn into clearer sur 

- light. Fresh speculations have been added t 
previous conclusions more especially as to t)L_ 
authorship of the early Legends. No doubt the 
criticism of recent years has been for the moat 

- part destructive — though few eo so tar in thie 
respect aa Tamassia."' It would be very short- 
aigbted, however, to say the least, to regard it aa 
sterile in consequence, since the new theories 
advanced, no less than the lost MSS. recovered 
and old works republished, ofier so much fresh 
data for e, more accurate study of the life of St. 
Francis.'" 

FH. PASCUAL ROBINSON, O.F.U. 

n Convent, 

m. D. C. 

Vhrisli, 1907 



^m^TJtruiiuiiura i>i tma ume Dooit 
gl&dly endeavor to procure any works 
inafter mentioned which the reader 
not be able to obtain througb the ord 
channels. 

i See his "Franciscan Literature for En 
Readera": Occasional Paper, No, 1. I 
national Society of Franciacan St 
(British Branch). 

I Dr. Creighton, late Bishop of London, 
his three lectures on St. Francis. Ei 
Higlorical Retiew, vol. v, No. 20. 
Gebhart; L*Italie Mystique, p. 106. 
At least in English. But Fr. Hartn 
Qrisar. S.J., has begun to publish a i 
interesting and authentic survey o( 
Middle Ages which goes far towards fi 
thia long felt gap. The first volume of 
work has lately been translated into Fp 
(Paris: Desclte, 1900) and will, it ia ho 
appear in F.ngliah. Meanwhile on spi 
subjects and particular persons there i 
courae, no end of works. 
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Giornale S(or. ddla letterat. ital. xxlv, pp. 
142-3; Appunti Bibliografici di Studi Fran- 
cescftni, by Luigi Suttina. Erlangen : 
Jungs, 1904, avo, pp. 28; Some Pages of 
FranciacaiL History, a repnnt of two artii^lea 
from The Dolphin ot July-Aug., 1905. 
London: Cath. Truth Soc, 1906, 24mo, 

gp. 74- and "St. Frandsof AsaiBvin Modern 
ritical Thought," by Ernesto Bnonaiuti 
in New York Review, Jan.-Feb., 1607, pp. 
45&--478.' 

See "La Question Francisoaine," by A. 
Fierena in Revue d'Histoire EeelenaMiqite, 
Jan. 15, 1907, p. 67; alao "Franciscan 
Literature"in£^(JtnZ'U7-j;/i ifevtno, Jan,, 1904, 
p. 150. 

Opuscula Sancti Patris Francisci Asai- 
Biensis, sec. codices mss. e men data et 
denuo edita. Ad Claras Aquas (Qiiaraechi), 

1904, 16mo, pp. x%'i-209. 

Prof. H.Boehmer;An8lek ten lurGeschichte 
J Franciscus von Assisl, Tubingen and 
Leipzig: Mohr, 1904, 8vo, pp. lxxii-146. 
Prof. Walter Goetz : Die Quellen zur 
, Geechichte des hi. Franz von Assisi, Gotha: 
"^ Perthes, 1904. 8vo, pp. 23S. Fr. Ubald 
d'Aleneon O.M.Cap.: Les Opuscules de S. 
Francois d'ABslse, Paris : Poussielgue, 

1905, 32ino, pp. vii-286. 
See Fr. Van Ortroy, S.J.: Analecla Bol- 
htndiana, torn, xxiv (190S), pp. 411-414; 
Paul Sabatier: "Examen de quelques 
traveaux recents buc les opuscules de Saint 
Francois," in Opuscules, faac. x, Paris : 
1904; and "The Writings of St. Francis," 
by Montgomery Carmienael in the Month, 
Jan., 1904, pp. 156-164. 
The vexed question ot the Seraphic Lepsla- 
tion calls for treatment apart. See Seraph- 
icae Legisladonis Textus Originales. Qua- 
racchi, 1897. 8vo, pp. 312; see also "The 
Origin of the Rule of St. Francia," by 
Montgomery Carmichael in Dublin ffeti'eui, 
Vol. cxxxiv (1904), pp. 357-385; "Die 
Anfaage des Clarisaenordens," by Fr. 



■nj Ihe Wntrnea of St. Francid 
Newly tranaated into EngliJ 
Introduction and Notee, by I 
Robinson, O.F.M., Pbiladelpliid 



14 Re^nald Balfour: The SerapbiJ 

London ; Buriia 4 Gates ; 
Benziger, 1905, 16mo, pp. 
purpose of this volume ir '" 
autnenticity of these 
Carmichael s article, "A Fourtn 
of St. Francia," in the Franciat 
March, 1900, should be read 
postscript. 

15 It was on May 8, 1213, that Coi: 
of Chiusi gave La Vema to S 
The deed of donatioa drawn 
1274, and preserved in the 1 
Borgo San Sepolcro is given b; 
BuUanum, torn, iv, p. 156, n. li 




» 
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19 The text of this Bull (issued Sept. 28, 
1230. by Gregory IX to settle soroe doubta 
whicn had arisen as to the observance of 
the Rule) is given by Bbaralea: Bulluium, 
torn, i, pp. 68-70, and reproduced in the 
Speculum Perfectionis, Ed. Sabstier, p. 
314. See Anal Francis, torn, iii, p_. 213, aa 
to the circumstances attending its pro- 
mulgation. 

20 See Chroa. XXIV Gen, (in Anal. Frandi. 
torn, iii) pp, 34, 72, 89. The account given 
o£ this incident in the Speculum Vitae may 
be found in Spec. Perf. Ed. Sabatier, 
p. li. But see Tilemaiin: Speculum Per- 
lectioiiis, etc, Leipzig ; Eger, 1902, Svo, pp. 
153, p. 19. 

^^11 On Joachim and the Eternal Gospel, see 

^H Salimbene: Chronica, Ed. Parma, p. 98; 

^1 Denifle: "Das Evangelium .^Eternum, etc. 

K in Archiv, Una. i (1885), pp. 49-142; and 
Schneider : Joachim von Floris und die 
Apokalyptiker des Hittelalters, Dillingen, 
1902, pp. 26-34; also Renan: Nouvellea 
EtutUs, etc., p. 217; Tocco: L*Eresia del 

IHedio Evo, 1. IX, Cap. I; Gebhart: 1. c, pp. 
62-83. 
ks See Ehrle, in Archiv tom. i, pp. 509-69; 
' tom. ii, pp. 108-64, 249-327; tom. iii, pp. 
553-623; tom. iv, pp. 1-190 on Clareno; 
tom. ii, pp. 353-416; tom. iii, pp. 1-195 on 
Ubertico; tom. iii, pp. 409-552 on Olivi. 
See also the ample aetails given by Fr. 
Ignatius Jeiler, O.F.M., in the article 
" FranKiskanerorden " in Kirchenlexicon, 
tom. iv, and Hack: Ubertin von Casale 
und dessen Ideenlireis, Freiburg : 1903, Svo, 
pp, vi-107, p. 70 seq. 
33 A biographical sketch of Celano is given in 
the introduction to Fr. Edouard d'Alon- 
con's definitive edition of his works (sea 
below, Note 34), pp. ix-xxiii. 
24 First published by the BoUandists in 1768 
K^ {Acta SS., tom. ii, October, pp. 683-723),, ■ 
^H republished by Rin&ldl, Saqi^, V!J!e>, v^ 
H^ Amoni, Home, l%&0. 



the Bnonymous Vita Secunda. be{ 
"Ad hoc quorundom," printed 
Aela SS. (Ed. 1868) Oct., torn, ii, 
Praev., pp. 548-683, was pointed 
Fr. Ferdinand Marie d'Araules, i 
In hia Vie de S. Antoine (Bordeaux, 
Appendice pp. 166-184. See alsi 
Weis: Tutian von Spei«r (Munich, 19i 
Anal. BaU. sis (1900), pp. 321- "'" 

27 In hiH Speculum Historiale, !. 29, o. 
lib. 30, c. 99-111, Vincent of Bei 
O.P. [ + 1264], haa followed the lera 
Julian of Speyer. See fioufBrio: £ 
des Sources du Spec. Hist. Paris, II 

20 Thia poem in hexameter verse, erron 
attributed to John of Kent, was i 
about 1230. It haa been edit< 
Crifitofani : II piu antico poema della 
S. Francesco. Prato: Guasti, 1882, 
in 8vo, pp. 287. 
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32 First edited by Fr. Van Ortroy, S.J., in 
the Anal. Boll., 1899, torn, xviii, pp. 81- 

33 They are both contained in P^re Edouard 
d'Alengon'a edition of Celano (see below, 
Note 34). Celano is qIso the author of the 
IHea Ira — see Ermini ; D Dies Irse, Rome, 
1903, and of the Legend of St. Clare 
(.Acta SS., torn, ii, Aug. die 12). 

\ S. Francisci Assiaiensis: vita et miraeula, 
additis opusculis liturgiciSj auctore Fr. 
Thoma de Cetano. Hone editionem novam 
ad fidem MSS. recensuit P. Eduardua 
Alenconiensia, O.F.M.Cap. Rome: Desel£e, 
1906, Iflmo, pp. lKXXvii-481. 

}5 If I pBHH over Dr. Rosedale's edition of 
^^ Celano (London: Dent, 1904), it ia because 
it is unfortunately without scientific value 
(see the Revue d'llisloire Eeclesiasliqve : 
Louvain, 1905, torn, vi, pp. 378-378, and 
the Bullettino CrUicol Florence, 1905. p. 
177) ; and also to some extent "pirated" 
if we may believe the London Saturday 
Review (see iaaues of May 12, Aug. 12, and 
Oct. 6, 1906). 

'ifi It has been reprinted separately from torn. 
viii of the Opera Omnia of St. Bonaven- 
ture (together with his Legenda Minor 
written for use in choir) at Quaracchi. 
Doctoris Seraphici S. Bonaventurae : Le- 
gendae duae de vita S. Franciad, Quaracchi, 
1898, lemo, pp. viii-270. 

|$7 This decree, firat edited by Rinaldi (Ed. 
Leg., p. xi) from a MS. (now lost) of the 
Convent of St. Francis at Oubbio, was 
edited in part by Prof. Little after the 
Phillipps MS. 207. See " Decrees of the 
Chapters-General of the Priars Minor, 1260- 
1282," in Eng. Hist. Rev., torn, xiii (1898) 
pp. 7(M-8. Another copy waa later found 
in the Vatican Library uy Fr. Van Ortroy, 
S.J. (see Anal. Ball. torn, xviii, p. 174). 




34 A Short Introduction 

38 See Anal. Boll. 1. c. ; &iudes Franciseaints, 
torn, i, p. a56 ; Misc. Franc, torn, vii, p. 159. 

39 Including Lemmens (Documenta Antiqua 
Franciscans, pars, ii, p. 1 1) and Little 
{Eng. Hist. Rev., Oct., 1902, p. 651); see 
also The Dolphin, July, 1905, pp. 41-42. 

■40 By Miss Lockhart, with a preface by 
Cardinal Manning, London; Washbourne, 
4ih edit., 1898, 16mo, pp. 187. _ There is a 
more recent, translation by Mias Gumey 
Salter in the Temple Claseica, London: 
Dent, 1904, ISmo, pp. Ti-219. 
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41 See Sancti Francisci Legendam Trium. 
Sociorum, ex cod. Fulg., edidit M. Faloci 
Puiignani. Foligno, 1898, 8vo, pp. 104 
(reprinted from the Misc. Franc., torn, vii I 
(18981. DD. 81-1071. ,1 



(1898), pp. 81-107). 

: Speculum Perfectionls, Ed. Sabatier, Paris. ' 
1898. See also "Speculum PeriectioniB." 
Ed. Lemmena in Documenta Antiqua ' 
Frascescana, pars 11. Quaracchi, 1901. | 
A synopaia of the eontroveraial literature 
to whicn the Speculum gave rise will be 
found in the Bulkttino CrUiro, Dec, 1905, ( 
p. 109. , 

I PP. Marcellino da Civezza and Teofilo' 
Domenicbelli, L. de Kerval, Prof. U. ' 
Coamo, F. Tocco, W. Goetz, E. Lempp, ani 
L. Suttina bold the first opinion ; Abbd 
Veraet and Dr. Tilemann place the date at 
1246; Fr. Mandonnet at 1248; Mgr. Falof 
at 1250; Pr. Edou&rd d'Alen9on at 131 
Ft. Lemmens, Don Minocchi, and Pr 
Little attribute a part of the work to 1 
thirteenth century and the reat to 1 
fourteenth. Fr. Van Ortroy and De 
Giovanna regard it as entirely a fourteen 
century production. 

i In 1768 (see Ada SS., torn, ii, Oct., 
723 seq.) and reprinted by Rinaldi in 1 
mi by Amoni in 1880. ^^^^^^^ 
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15 La Leggeada di San Francesco scritta da tre 

suoi compagui, pubblicata per la prima 
voltft nella vera sua integnta dai Padri 
Harcellino da Civezza e Teofilo Domenl- 
chelli dei Miaori. Rome: tip. Sallustiana, 
1899, 16mo, pp. ssKvi-2" 

;6 See below, Note 74. 

■7 La Leggenda Antica. Ed. Minocchi, 
Firenze: Bib. Scientifica Religiosa, 1905, 
8vo, pp. xxxii-184. A reprint from the 
Sl'oai Religiosi of a siv century Umbrian 
version of a lost Latin Legend by a, "Spirit- 
ual" Friar. Mgr. Faloci edited the same 
text after another MS. in hia Miac. Franc., 
torn, viii (1901), pp. 81-119. 

i See P. Girolamo Golubovich, O.F.M.l 
Eaame di Alcune fonti Storiche di S. 
Francesco, etc. Firenze : Tip Barbara, 
1905, pp. 12. 

) Fragmenta Franciscana, Dialogus de vitia 
sanctorum fratium miuonun. Scriptum 
circa 1245, nunc primum edidit Fr. 
Leonardus Lemmens. Romae, typis Sal- 
luatianis, 1902, Svo, pp. r ' '"" 

> It was translated into English for the first 
time by Dr. Sebastian Evans, London; 
Nutt, 1898, 16mo, pp. x-v-i-232, under the 
title of The Mirror of Perfection. Another 
version, newly translated by Robert Steele 
from the Cottonian MS. appeared in " " 
Temple Classics, London : Dent, 1 ! 
16nio, pp. 197. Yet another translation 
by Constance, Countess de la Warr, 
London: Bums & Dates, 1902, Svo, pp. 
xvi-185, is enhanced by a preface from 
the pen of Fr. Cuthbert, O.S.F.C. The 
Inner Life of St, Francis, byFr. Stanislaus 
O.S.F.C., London: Cath. Truth Soc, 1900, 
contains in compendious form a transla- 
tion of the chief parts of the StccuIuvo.. 
It is adapted from tbe Ftencb. (A \."Qft *M^A. 
Vemet (see Note 142V 
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51 By Mies E. Gumey Salter: The Legeod ol 
the Three Companions, London : Dent, 
1902. An accurate but archaic version 
(of the text only) based on Mgr. Falgci'a 
edition, ISmo, pp. 136. 

52 Edited for the first time by Fr. Lemmens in 
his Eicerpta Celanemia, Quaracchj, 1901, 
pp. 1-73. The biograpliy Dy the "Anony- 
mu8 Perudnua," published in fragmentary 
form in the Acta SS. (torn, ii, Oct., Comm. 
Praev.), has been edited by Fr. Van Ortroy 
in the Miae. Franc, torn, ix, pp. 33-48. 

53 This work, written about 1290 by Bernard 
of Besse, the secretary of St. Bonaventure, 
tteaides a r^sum^ of some of the earlier 
Legends, contains brief but invaluable in- 
formation about the companions of St. 
Francis and the foundation of the three 
Orders, and ia the only siii century docu- 
ment which specilieH the first biographiea 
of the PovereUo. About 1297-13(^ Bern- 
ard of Besse compiled a Catalogue of the 
Ministers General of the Order up to his 
time, which is a Source of considerable 
importance. Botli these works were edited, 
almost simultaneously, by Fr. Hilarin 
Felder, O.M.Cap., Rome: typ. Induatriale, 
1897, 16mo, pp. xvi-144, and by the ' 
Quaracchi Friars (Anal. FTancis.. ton '" 
C1897}, pp. 666-707). 



55 See "Chronica Fratris Jordani a Giano" 
Anal, Francis., Quaracchi, 1885. torn, 
pp. 1-19. This edition is more reliable! 
than that previously issued by Dr. Voigt:J 
Die Denkwiirdigkeiten des Minoriten Jar- ] 
danus von Giano, Leipsic: Eirzel, 1870. 

56 On this MS. see Ejig. Hial. Hev.. vol. v, , 
pp. 754 seq. ' 

57 See Honumenta Franciscana, Ed, Brewer, 1 
London: Longmans, 1858, pp. 2-72; also.i 
AtuU. Francis., torn, i, pp. 217-257. 1 
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The FrioTS and How Thev Came to Eng- 
laad, London : Sands, and St. Louts; Herder 
1903, 16mo, pp. 252. The translation is 
considerably enhanced by a scholarly and 
su^fpestive Introductory Essay on "The 
^irit and Geaius of the Frsnciacan 
Friars." 

159 The Coming of the Friais, by Rev, Augustus 
Jessop, D.D., wae also drawn from Eccles- 
ton. This brilliant sketch has been re- 
printed from the Nineteenth Century, voL 
I xiv, p. 78, with other essays, New York : 
Putnam, 1889, and with Prof. Little's 
< Grey Friars in Oxford (Oxford, 1892), will 
) also be read with interest by those who 
' wish to study how the Franciscan move- 
ment took shape in England. 
go Chronica fratris Salimbene Parmensis Ordi- 
, nis Hinorum, ex codice Bibliothecae 
Vaticanae nunc primum edita. Parmae: 
Fiaceadori, 1857, 4to, pp. xiv-424. 
fil See Mooumenta Germanias Hiatorica 
I (Scriptormn). torn, xxxii, pars I, pp. 360. 
Hanover: Hahn, 1905, 4to. 
62 From St. Francis ta Dante, A translation 
of all -that is of primary interest in the 
Chronicle of the Franciscan Salimbeno 
[1221-1288], together with Notes from 
other medifsval sources. By G. G. Coulton, 
M.A. London; Nutt, 1906, 16mo, pp. 
vi-36'I. 
ka New York Times (Saturday Review of 
^^ Books), Sept. 29, 1906, p. 602. See also 
HUAeTt Journal. April, 1907, pp. 663-669. 
. Written during the lifetime of St. Francis 
and edited at Douay in 1597, The frag- 
ments relating to St. Francis have been 
republished by Boehmer, 1. c, pp. 94 soq., 
and by P. Ubald d'AIengon, 1. c, pp. 276 
seq. See also Fr. Felder, O.M.Cap. : 
jacobi Vitriacensis, etc. Seimones ad 
Fratres Minorca. Rome, IftOS, V&toq, >{<*. 
xi-63. 



monstratensiaQ abbot who die 

67 See S. Bonav. Leg. Mai. Ed. ( 
iii, n. 10. 

68 Sacrum Commercium Beati F: 
Domina Paupertate. Opus, A 
1227, con scrip turn ad fider 
Codicum, MS., etc., edidit I 
Alincooieaais, O.M.Cap., Ro 
bub, 1900, 4to, pp, sviii-52. 

6() Unless, of course, it be tn 
Speculum Perfectionia was «i 
complete work earlier in the el 

70 Le Mistiche ITozze di San ] 
Madonna Poverttt, Allcgoria 
del .Secolo XIII. Ed. Salvato 
Florence, 1901, 12mo, pp. xxv 

71 See Chron. XXIV Gen. in ^ni 
tool, iii, p. 283, where the worl 
to Bl. John of Panua. 

72 Uberlino da Casala in his . 
Crucifixi Jesu [1305] aecribea ii 

^^^^jj^^ holy doctor." 
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'74 Actus B. Francisci et Sociorum ejus. Ed. 
Sabatier, Paris, 1902, 8vo, pp. lxiv-272 
[vol. iv of tbo Collection d'^iudeeV. 
Floretum S. FranciBci Assisiensis. Ed. 
Sabatier, Paris, 1903. 

75 Perhaps the best version hitherto pub- 
lished for the general reader \& that of 
Antonio Ceeari (Verona, 1822) which is 
based on the epoch-making edition of 
Filippo Buonarroti (Florence, 1718). Tha 
Cnisca quote from both these editions. 

fft One, with a preface by Card. Manning, was 
published (Loudon : Burns & Dates) in 
1S67, and another, baaed on the transla- 
tion issued by the Franciscan Fathers at 
Upton (London: Kegan Paul), reissued in 
1905. Prof. Arnold's version, newly trans- 
lated out of the Italian for the Ttrnple 
Claegica (London : Dent, 1999) has enjoyed 
wide popularity. A new translation of the 
Fioretti, by W. Heywood, with an Intro- 
duction by A. G. Ferrers Howell, has lately 
b«en issued (London: Methuen, 190B). A. 
recent metrical version of the Fioretti: 
The Little Flowers of St. Francis in 
English Verse, by James Rhoades (London : 

I Chapman & Hall; New York: Button, 
1904, 8vo, pp. 303), is not without interest, 
though moat readers will be apt to prefer 
the prose itself. 
: 



The writings of the "Spirituals" have been 
edited with marvellous erudition by Fr. 
Ehrle, S.J,, in the Archin (see Note 22.) 



^8 See Knotb : Ubertino von Casale, Marburg : 

' Elwert, 1903, 8vo, pp. viii-162; Huek: 
Ubertin von Caaale, Freiburg : Herder, 
1903, 8vo, pp. vi-107. See also the review 
of these works by Fr. Michael Bihl, O.F.M., 
in Etvdee FrancKcaines, Feb., L905, and 
above, Not« 22. 



40 A Short Intboductioj 

79 The Arbor Vitae CruciGzi which 
at Venice in 1485 and reprinted there 
1500 in folio and in 1564 in 4to. contai 
the beautiful "Prayer of St. Francis 
obtain holy poverty," erroneoudy includi 
among the Opuscula of St. Francis ' 
Wadifing and others. See the admiral.., 

■translation of thia prayer by Mr. Car-] 
michael which forms Appendix I of "Th»! 
Lady Poverty." ' 

80 Bee Ada SS.. June 15, and Cath. Ency. 
> article "Angelo Clareno." 
' 8l EhrIe,inArcftiy,vol. iiandiv; andDoUingefi 

Beitr^e zur Sektengeschichte des Hittel* 
alters, Miuiicli. 1890, Theil i, p. 417. 

g2 See The Golden Sayings of Bl. Giles, 
Philadelphia: Dolphin Press, 1906, Intro, 
duction. 

gi Written about 1335. See Fragment! 
HinoTa: Catalogua S. fratnun minorum, 
Quem scriptum circa 1335, edidit notisqiti 
ihUBtravit Fr. Leonardus Lemmens, Bomaa 
typie SalluHtianis, 1903, Svo, pp, 

Sa A fragment of the chronicle written in 1301 
in the form of a letter to the MinistB 
General G on salvo was edited by Prol 
Little in the BulUttino, fasc. i, pp. 45 seq. 

ge In Anal. Franc, torn, iii: Chronica XXr 
Generaliuffl Ordinis Hinorum [1209-137^ 
cum pluribus Appendicibiis, inter <fua 
excellit hucusque meditua liber de Laudibu 
S. Francisci fr. Bernard! a, Bessa. Ai 
' Claras Aquas (Quaracchi), 1897, 4to, pp 

3txviii-748. ■ 

1510 and ^ 

---- _ . , .jed in 15B( 

especially in the historical part, is mutilate 
and corrupted at almost every page, aa 
can personally attest after a comparison i 
it with several old MS. versions. 
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Hostri Jesu Christi, auctore Fr. Barthol- 
omffO Pisano, O.F.M. Ad Claras Aquas. 
(Quaraachi), 1906, 4lo, pp. kxxv-«68. 

J Fr, Fraacisci Bartholi, O.F.M. : Tractatua 
de Indulgentia S. Marie de Portiuncula. 
Ed, Sabatier, Paris, 1900. See also Petrus 
Joannia Olivi, O.F.M.: Quaestio hucusque 
inedita de veritate indulge ntrae vulgo 
dictae de Portiuncula, Ad Claraa Aquas 
(QimracthiJ , 1895, 16iao, parvo, pp. 23. 

( Conradua Eubel, O.M.Conv. ; Provinciale 
Ordinia Fratrum Minonini vetustisaimum 
secundum codicem Vaticanum NR., i960. 

Ad Claras Aquaa CQuaracchi), 1892, 8vo, 
pp. 90. 

» Mentz, 1463. For other edit.iona, see Dicta 
Beati ^gidii Assisiensis, sec. codices HSS. 
emendata et denuo edita a PP. Collegii S. 
Bonaventurae. Ad Claras Aquas (Quarac- 
cbi), 1905, ]6mo,pjp, xx-124. This, flie first 
critical edition of Giles's '" 

writer: The Golden Sayings o 

AasiBi, Phila.: The Dolphin Press, 1907, 
12 mo, pp. lxiii-204, 

i Florence, 1490, "Per Ser. Francesco Bonac- 
corai." Five editions appeared subse- 
quently, the most complete being that of 
Tressati pubiiahed at Venice in 1617. A 
critical edition ot Jacopone is much needed. 
The promised work of Prof. Tenneroni will, 
no aoubt, clear the ^ound. Meanwhile 
such contributiona to Jacoponic literature 
as those of Fr. Niocol6 Dai-Gal, O.F.M., on 
the Stabal Mater (La Vergtne del Dolore 
nelle rime di un Francescano, Rome, 1906) ; 
Fr. Livario Oliger, O.F.M. , on the place of 
Jacopone's death (see L'Oriente Serafico, 
Jan, 31, 1907); those of Prof. Tenneroni 
in the Nvova Anlologia, June 10 1906, and 
of Prof. Trabalza and others in the Aagvala 
Pmr^i*ia, Nov. -Dec, 1906, aie o< wjetvai 
value. 



Ma lioi. Franc., torn, ii : Chronica frc 
■Hicolai Glassberger [1206-1517]. 
■ Claraa Aquas (Quaracebi), 18S7, 4to, 
I xxxvi-612. 

I Tbeee Chronicles which coinprise_ (1 

I general chronicle of the Order, in 

I volumes; (2) a chronicle of the Orde 

I St, Clare; and (3) one of the Provinc 

I TuHCauy, were preserved in MS. at 

Franciscan convent in Florence, but 

I appeared in 1810 during the first i 

press! on of the religious ordere in It 

See article on the "Compendium Cht 

carum Fratrum Minorum of Marian 

the inaganine Lvte e Amore for Ms 

1904, bj; Fr. Robert Razzoli, O.F.M., 

Provincial at Florence, now Cuatos 

Holy Land. 

; The Chronicle of Hark of Lisbon, wh( 

as Bishop of Oporto in 1591. was cont 

by Fr. Antonio Daza [1611]. An I 

edition by Horatio Diola was publist 

_ Venice in 1606, 3 vols., 8vo, under th 
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gg Annales Minorum seu trium ordinum. a S, 
Francisco institutonim, 8 vols. ; fol., Lyons. 
IQ25-54. Fr. Joseph Man. Fonseca isaued 
a, new edition and continuation of the 
Annalea in 19 vols., Rome, 1731-45. The 
official Annalista of the Order have added 
BIX volumea; the laat volume (torn. 25) 
edited by Fr. EusebiuaFermendzinC-f 1899), 
-which reaches to the year 1622, was pub- 
lished at Quaracchi iti 1886. 

99 B. P. Francisci Assisiatis Opuacula, Ant- 
werp, 1623. See above, Note 9, 

100 Scriptores Ordinla Minoram, Rome, 1650; 
supplemented by Sbaralea, 1806. Sea 
below. Note 109. 

101 Fr. Henricua Seduliua, O.F.M.: Hlstoria 
Seraphica, Antwerp, 1613. 

102 Dominicua de Gubernatia, O.F.M. : Orbia 
Seraphicus. Five volumea of thia now 
very rare work were published at Rome, 
1682, and at Lyons, 1689. 

103 His chronicle, " L'tJmbria Serafica," which 
extenda froin 1208 to 16B0, haa been pub- 
lished in Miscell. Francescana (tom. ii, 
1887). An English version of it b_y "H. 
E." haa been appearing serially in Hm 
Franciscan Monthly. 

!04 Arthur: Martyrologiutn Franciscanuni, 
Paris, 1638, and Rouen, 1G53; Heuber: 
Menologium FraocJscannm, Munich, 1698. 
105 Acta Sanctorum quotquot toto orbe co- 
luntur, coUegit Joannea Bollandua, etc., ■ 
tom. ii, Oct.. Comm. Prirvivs, pp. 545-683. I 
J06 Btdlarium Franciacanum, etc. EdiditV 
Joh. Hyac. Sbamlea, O.M.Conv.. 4 vola.,1 
fol., Rome: tom. i (1759); tom. ii (1761) ;! 
tom. iii (1763); tom. iv (1768); withl 
Supplementum, by P. Hannibal de Latera,4 
O.KM., Rome, 1780: tom. v, published by! 
_ Conrad Eubel, O.M.Conv,, Rome, 1898, i 
H IB especially rich In docu\a%aV« t%\:6.^.W%\n 1 
■ Pope John XXU. 
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107 Vita del beato Giovanni da Parma, Parma, 



I 
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iloS Vie de S. Franjoia, Paria, 1728, 4to, 2 voIb. 
The translation ot thia work, made by the 
English Oratorians waa reprinted in 1899, 
New York: Sadlier. 

■ Og Hyacinth Sbaralea, O.M.Conv., Supple- 
mentum et Castigatio ad Scriptores tnum 
ordiniun S. Francisci a Wadaingo tdtisve 
descriptos. Opus post hu mum, RomeiCon- 
tedini, 1S06. 

110 Seraphici viri S. Francisci Assisiatis; Vitae 
duae auctore B. Thoma a Celano ejus 
discipulo. Ouanun una ad fidem MS. 
recensita, altera nunc primum prodit. 
RomiE, ISOQ: Ex typ. S. Michaelia ad 
Ripam apud Linum Contedini. 1 vol., 
12mo, pp. xiv-286. This edition is now 
very rare. 

La Storia di S. Francesco d'Aasisi: Opera' 
critica. 2 vols., 4to, Foligno: tip. Tom- 1 
maaini, 1825-27. See also hia Hotizie ' 
sicure della morte, sepoltu. 
zazione e translazione di S. Francesco. 
2nd edit. Foligno: tip. Tommasini, 1824. 
Had Papini had aceess to all the docu- 
ments now at the disposal of students hia 
statements would not need correction so 

112 L'Abb^ Chavin de Malan : Hist, de S. 
Frantois d'Assise, Paria: Sagnier, 1841; 
Bray, 1S69, 8vo (German translation, I 
Mijnster, 1842, and Ratisbon, 1862. lulian I 
translation. Prato, 1846). The shortr- 1 
this work are due in great fl 
_ ._ 1 misconception of the Fran- 1 
ideal as regards Poverty. Frederio " 
Morin: Saint Frangois et les Franciscaina 
Paiaa: Hachette, 1858, 16aio. This shor 
but original and most scholarly stu^ 
now out of print. 



ciscAN Literature 

1 13 Eduard Vogt : Der hi. Frani voa Asiisi, ein 
biographischer Versuch, Tubingen : Laupp, 
1B40; Karl Hase: Franz von Assisi, em 
Heiligenbild, Leipzig, 1856, 8vo. New' 
edition, 1892. No leas than sixty pages of 
the latter work are devoted to the Stigmata. 

114 Francesco Prudenzano: Francesco d'Assisi 
e il suo Becolo, Naples, let edit,, 1652; new 
edition, Naplea, 1904, tip. del Diogeae, 
8vo, pp. 500. 

115 Frederic Ozanam: Les Pontes Francis- 
cains en Italic au Xlllms SlKcIe, Fans: 
LecofTre, 1853, 12mo (German translation 
by Nic. H, Juliua, Muniph: Theissing, 
1853 ; Italian trans, by Fanfani, Prato, 
1854). 

116 Luigi Falomes, O.M.Conv. : Storia di S. 
Francesco, Palermo, 1873. 

117 Panfilo dft Magliano, O.F.M.: Storia Com- 
pendiosa di S. Francesco e dei Franceecani, 
Rome, 1874-76, 2 vols., ISmo. Fr. Luk« 
Carey, O.F.M,, the venerable Librarian of 
St. Isidore's College in Rome, to whom Fr, 
Panfilo left the MS. notes for the third 

i volume of this work, informed me during 
my last visit to Italy that these notes being 
entirely in a ehorthand known only to their 
lamented author, are praoticaliy without 
value. There is a German translation of 
Fr. Panfilo's work by Fr. Quintianua 
Mueller, O.F.M., Munich: Stuhl. 1883. 
Bee also St. Francis and the Franciscans, 
by a Religious of the Order of Poor Clarea, 
Dublin, 1861; New York: O'Shea, 1867, 
I6mo, pp. 674. 

118 P. LfenPatrem. O.F.M.: Tableau Synop- 
tique de I'histoire de tout I'Ordre Seraph' 
Ique, Paris: (Euvre de S. Paul, 1879; also 
Appunti Critici Sulla Cronoloeia della vita dl 
S. Francesco. These splendid chronological 
studies appeared in the Oriente Sera/ica 
(Aasisi) 1895. an. vii, n. 4 to 12, and have' 
been reprinted in the Mitcdl. Franks., vol, 
ix, tasc, iii, pp. 78-101. They richly deserw 





death (1896) Fr. Lion was engaged in pre- 
paring for publication Fra Bartholi's Trea- 
tise on the Porziuncula Indulgence subse- 
Suently edited by M. Sabatier (see above, 
□te S8). 



130 Vita Prima S. Francisci AssisiensiB, Rome, 
typ. della Pace, 1880. Vita Secunda, ibid. 

_ Vita S. Francisci a divo Bonaventura 
composita, Rome, 8vo, pp. 42, typ. 
Fratrum Monaldi, 1880, Svo, pp. 152, 
(An amended Italian version of tne latter 
appeared in 1888, Rome: typ. Vaticana.) 
Legenda S. Francisci Assisiensis . . . qiua 
dicitur Legenda trium Sociorum, etc. {with 
Italian version), Rome: typ. Monaldi, 1880, 
Svo. For a well meaning attempt to 
combine these four worka, see S. P. Fran- 
cisci Assisiensis, Vita et Doctrina, ex T. 
Celanensis, Trium Sociorum et S. Bona- 
venturs Legendis . . . Fr. Joseph Fratiui, 

" O.M.Conv., composuit. Aseisi: tip. Meta- 

Btasio, 1899, pp. 413, 

131 Uon de Clary, O.F.M.: L'Aur^ole S«raph- 
ique. etc., Paris: Bloud et Barrsl, 1882, 

If 4 vols., 12mo, There is an excelient trans- 

■ lation of this work which, though written 
B from an ecclesiastical point of view, has 
^ considerable historical value : Lives of the 
"' Saints and Blessed of the Three Orders of 

St. Francia, in 4 vols. (1882-1887), at the 

Franciscan Convent, Taunton. 

122 Ernest Renan : HouvelleB Etudes d'Histoirv 
Religieuse, Paris, 1884, 8vo, pp. 323-351, 
This study was occasioned by Berthond's 
translation of Karl Base's life at St. 
Francis. 
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124 Ruggero Bonghi^ FrauceBCO d'Assisi, Studio. 
CittA di Castello, 1884, 8vo, pp. 8-116. 

125 Heinrich Thode: Fraoz von Assisi und dlo 
Anfdnge der Kuost der Renaissance in 
Italien, Berlin: Grote, 1886, 8vo, pp. xii- 
573. (New edition, 1904.) 

126 Gebhart: L'ltalie Mystique: histoire de la 
Renaissance religieuse au moyen age. 
Paris: Hachette, 1890, 12mo, pp. vii-331. 
This work had no small influence on M. 
Sabatier. 

137 Karl Miiller: Die Anftinge des Minoriten- 
ordens und der BusBbniderschaften, Frei' 
burg, 1885, 8vo, pp. sii-210. 

128 The "Writings" of the Spiritual Friars have 
been edited with narvellouB erudition in 
the Arehiv, of which six volumes have so 
far appeared — the first five 1885-1889 and 
the Kxth in 1892. See above, Notes 22, 
80-81. 

■9 Analecta Franciscana, sive Chronica aliaquB 
documents &d hiatoriam Fratrum Minorum 
Spectantia. The series published under 
this title, in 4to, by the Friars Minor at St. 
Bonaventure'a College, Quaracchi, contains 
the teits of a number of early chronicles 
of the Franciscan Order. Four volumes 
have appeared so far; vol. i (1885), pp. xix- 
450, which contains several Chronica, 
Minora including those of Jordan (n. S5) 
and Eccleston (n. 57), is now out of print; 
vol. ii (1887), pp. xKviii-748, contains tha 
Chronicle of Glasaberger (n. 93) j vol. iii 
(1807). pp. sT(vii-748, contains the Chron- 
icle of the XXIV Generals (n. 85), tha 
Liber de Laudibus (n. 53), etc.; vol. iv 
(1906), pp. )cxKv-66S, contains the Book 
of Conformities (d, 87). 

13** Miscellanea Frnncescana di Storia,di letters 
di Arte : diretta dal. Sac. Don Michela 
Faloci Fulignani, Foligno : Tip. ArtigianelU 
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132 fly decree of June 8, 1904. An articlo 
from which one might be led to concluds 
that the preeent writer waa in some wise 
responrible for the condemnation of M. 
Saoatier'a work at Rome appeared in the 
New York Herald of Oct. 8, 1905, and waa 
copied by other papers. It is ^most 
superfluous for me to deny any such 
misleading statements. 

133 The Real St. Francis of Assisi. This work 
oripnally appeared in the form of four 
articles m the Messenger, New York, for 
Juna-Sept., 1903. These articles were re- 
printed first in the Catholic Mind (1903, 
Nos. 13, 14, 17, 18) ; secondly, in pamphlet 
form, by the Messenger, Dec, 1903; and 
thirdly, with a tew alterations, by the 
Catholic Truth Society, London, 1904. 

134 St. Francis of Assist, by Paul Sabatier: 
translated by Louise Seymour Houghton, 
London : Hodder and Stoughton ; New 
York: Scribner, 1894, 8vo, pp. xxxv~448. 

135 IiIarBaret Oliphant : Francis of Assisi, 
London: Macmillan, 1871, pp. xxiv-304. 

136 See his Essays in Ecclesiostit^l Biwraphy, 
etc., 2 vols., Svo, London, 1849 (re- 
issued in 2 vols., 1907, New York : Long- 

137 James Adderley: Francis, the Little Poor 
Man of Assist, London : Edward Arnold, 
ISOl, pp. ix-167. This "short story" ia 
little more than an abridgment of M. 
Sabatier's Life combined with extracts 
from Dr, Evans's translation of the Mirror 
of Perfection and Prof. Arnold's The Little 
Flowers. 

, J38 St. Francis of Assisi : Six Addresses in Lent. 
By Rev. J. H. McUvaine, D.D. New York: 
Dodd, Mead, 1902, p. 158. The critical 
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140 The sixty odd pages devoted to St. Francis 
in Frsnda and Dominic and the Uendtcant 
Orders, 1^ Prof. J. Herklesa, D.D., in the 
Epoch Makers Series (Edinburgh : Clark ; 
New York: Seribner 1901), have little 
independent value. Brother Francis or 
Less than the Least, by Eileen Douglas 
(Red Hot Library, London, 1896), and SI. 
Frands ia History and the Life of To-day, 
by T. E. Harvey (London : West, Newman, 
]904), represent the standpoint of the 
Salvation Army and of the Quakers re- 
apectivelj^. There are short biographies ot 
St. Francis by Amelia L. Cotton (London: 
Washboume) and Fr. Jarlath Prendergaat, 
O.F.M. (London: Cath. Truth SocJ. A 
LitUe Brother to the Birds, by F. W. 
Wheldon (London: Methuen, 1906, 9vo, 
. viii-218), is intended to serve as a life 
St, Francis for children. There i 
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Among recent German biographies those 
by the Minister General of the Capuchins 
and Prof. Schnurer rank highest. The 
former work, Leben d^ beiligen Franciscus 
von Assisi, von P. Bernard Christen, O.M. 
Cap., Innsbruck: Ranch, 1899, pp. 366, 
has gone through several editions, not only 
in the original German, but also in French 
and Italian, Prof. Schniirer's monograph, 
Franz von Assisi, von Gustav Schnurer, 
Munich: Kirchheim, 1906, 8vo, pp. 136, 
though less substantial in some respects, 
shows a much more thorouKh mastery of 
the Sources and their very different v -- 
Not the least valuable ' ■ - 
Schniirer's monogto.i^'a. v 
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Lib. Fiorentina, 1907, 8vo, pp. 170. 

1 See lAon De Kerval's : Saint Fran{oi9 
d 'Assise et I'Drdre Seraptuque, Vanves, 
1898, 8vo, pp. 516. Theodore de la, Rive: 
S. Francois d'AssIse, Geneva: EsgimanD, 
1901, 12mo, pp. xviii-156; Paul Henry: 
8. Francois d 'Assise et son Ecole, d'apres 
les documents originaux, Paris : T^qui, 
1903, 12mo, pp. xix-208. See also Felix 
Vernet : S. Franiois d'Assiae intime, Lyons, 
1899. 

I Franceaco Tarducci: Vita di S. Francesco 
d'Aasisl, Mantua: tip. Mondovi, 1904, pp. 
xx-433. A painstaking and impartial 
work but neitner brilliant nor final. The 
Spaaish biography of Pardo Bazan, San 
Francisco de Assis, Madrid, 1603, has been 
translated into French by V. Vignol 
(Aloat, 1904). 

I The news that Fr. Cuthbert, O.S.F.C., is 
at work on a new life of St. Francis is 
most welcome, and if we may judge by his 
recent remarkable book on St. Margaret 
of Cortona (A TuBcan Penitent, London: 
Burns & Gates, 1907, 12mol, it will be 
worth having. Biographies of St. Francis 
are also in preparation by Mr. Edward 
Button and By the present writer, 

) L^on Le Monnier: Histoire de S. FraQ(ois 
d'Assise, Paris: Lecoffre, 1889, 2 vols., 8vo, 
The excellent translation of this work by a 
Franciscan Tertiary, with an introduction 
by Cardinal Vaughan (London: KeganPaul. 
1894, 8vo, pp. xxiv-524}, is well-nigh out 
of print. The sixth French edition (1906) 
is prefaced by an essay on the Sources of 
the History of St. Francis which is, un- 
fortunately, not calculated to ' " 



Abb6 Le Monnier's reputation as a biog- 
rapher (see Rewne d'histoire EtcUatasKqite, 
■ iouvain, Jan.. 1907, p. IV). 
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146 P. Leopold de Ch^ranci, O.M.Cap. : Saint 
Frangois d'Assise. Paris: Poussielgue, 
1880, 12mo, seveoth edit,, 1900. A new 
edition (the third) of the translation hy 
R. P. O'Connor (London: Burns & Oatea; 
New York: Benziger, IGmo, pp. sxv-411) 
appeared in 1901. 

147 W. J. Knox Little, M.A.: St. Francis of 
ABsisi ; His Times, Life, and Work. London: 
labiater; New York: Whittaker, 1S97. A 
new and cheaper edition of this volume, 
which contains the substance of a course of 
"lectures dehvered in the Ladye Chapel of 
Worcester Cathedral in the Lent of 1896," 
appeared in 1904, Svo, pp, xjii-32S. 

148 The Brownings, Dante Gabriel Roaeetti, 
Ruakic, and Symonds, to name no others, 
all tended to bring Italy into the fore- 
ground of English thought during the later 
Victorian period. See the important article 

W on "Franoiacan Literature, in the Edir^■ 

■ burgh Seviev;, Jan., 1904, pp. 145-168. 
B49 On these works, see Notea 125 and IIS 

■ respectively. 

IS') Franciscan Legends in Italian Art, bjr 
Emma Gurney Salter. London : Dent; 
New York I Button, 190.5, ]6mo, pp. ix-228. 

151 N. H. J. Westlake: On the Authentic 
Portraiture of St. Francis of Assisi, Lon- 
don and Oxford; Parker, 1897, 4to, pp. 31. 

152 S. Fran(oia d'Assise, Paris; Plon-Nourrit, 
1885, 4to. 

■153 The Story of Assisi (Mediirval Townt 

■ Seriea). By Lina Duff GordoD. Illustrated 

■ by Nelly Eriehsen and M. Helen Jaraea. 
1^ London: Dent, 1900, ICmo, pp. xiv'371. 

154 Montgomery Carmichael: In Tuscany. 
London : Murray ; New York : Dutton, 1901, 
pp. 3civ-35S. See pages 221-244. {New- 
edition, 1906, London: Burns & Ostes.) 
— Bae also P. Saturnino da Caprese, O.F.M. : 
Giu'da niustrata deUaNenu.. "SiB.'ui-. 'Ci^ 
Veatri, 1902, 16mo, pp. 4m. 
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155 Laura McCracken: Gubtio, Past and 

Present. London : Nutt, 1905. The 
history of Brother Wolf is treated at some 
length in this monograph-guide. 



137 Edward Button; The Cities of Umbria. 
London: Methuen; New York: Dutton, 
1906, lOmo, pp. xi-303. Not the least 
valuable feature of this volume is its il- 
lustrations in color. "See also Brousaole'a 
Peifrinages Ombriens and Taice'a Voyage 
ea Itahe (Perouse and Assise). 



Tuscany and the Northern Marches. 
With illustrations from photographs. Lon- 
don: Dent; New York: Dutton, 1905, 
demy Bvo, pp. 325. 

159 Anne Macdonel! : Sons of Francis. London: 

■ Dent; New York: Putnam, 1902, 8vo, 

■ pp. 436. 

\ 



Leo L. Dubois, S.M. : Saint Francis of 
Assisi, Social Reformer. New York : 
Benziger, 1906, 16mo, pp. 251. 

liSi See Catholic Ideals in Social Life. By Ff. 
Cuthbert, O.S.F.C. London: Art & Book 
Co,, 1904, ICmo, p. 249. The portion of 
this work entitled "St. Francis and You " 
has been issued separately in pamphlet 
form (London: Cath. Truth Soc). See 
also Fr. Cuthbert'a article entitled "St. 
Francis and Modern Society," in the 
Catholic World, New York, June, 1906, pp. 
299-314. 

ifia See A. Bpumet (Protestant! ; S, Francois ■ 
d'Assise, Etude Sociale et HCdlcale. Lyons: J 
Storch, 1893, 8vo, p. 200, and Th. Cotello I 
(Catholic): S, Ftan^ou 4'Kas\w, «.toi4a J 
Medicale. Paria : Po\iB8\e\jttc, \%'i!i. 
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163 Franciscan Days : being selections for ever 
day in the year from ancient Franciscan 
writings. Translated ttnd arranged by A, 

rj. Ferrers HowelJ, London ; Methuen, 
1806, 8vo, pp. 390. 
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Such works aa Fr. Golubovich's new his- 
tory of Franciscan orifiins in the Orient; 
Biblioteca Bio-bibliogranca delta Terra ^n- 
ta e dell' Oriente Francescano, per i) P. 

Girolamo Oolubovich, O.F.M., tor ' 
1300), Quaracchi, 1906, 8vo, gr. 

479; and Dr. Felder'a recent v __ 

the evolution of studies within tbe Order; 
Geschichte der Wissenschaftlichen Studien 
im Franziskaneroiden bis um die Mitte 
13. Jahrhunderts, von P. Dr. Hilarin Felder, 
O.M.Cap., Lektor der Heiligen Theologie. 
Freiburg and St. Louis, Mo. : Herder, 1904, 
8vo, pp. xi-557, are naturally of great in- 
terest to all students of Franciscan Sources, 

ig Collection d'Etudes et de DocutnenU stir 
I'Hisloire Religieuse rt lAHt'raire du Moyen 
Age. Paris: Librairie Fischbacher, 8vo. 

Valence 



:67 Tora- i" (1901) Frtre Elie de Cortone. 
Etude biographique par le Dr. E. Lempp, 
pp. 320. 

168 Tom. V. S, Antonii de Padua, vitse duse, 
etc., edidit Uxm de Kerval. pp. xiv-314. 
See also P. Niccol6 Dal Gal, O.F.M. : " Sant 
Antonio dl Padova," etc., Studio dei Docu- 
menti. Quaracchi, 1907, pp. sl-422. 



S. Francisci, nunc primum editit Paul Saba- 
tier, pp.33. Enghsb translation in Adderley 
and Marsona' ThiidOtdets. Liniioia-.'i.'j'H- 
bray, 1902. 
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"Nostrum eet, ut Veritas historica pleim.i 
in luce resplendeat ea quidem ratione aa^j 
msthodo qua hodie periti utuntur hiHtorici."'! 
See Acta Ordinis Mtnorum, anno xxv (May,| 
1906), fasc, V. j 

171 Analecta Bollandiana. A quarterly reviewl 
of hapographical literature published a.t\ 
BniBBels by the Botlaudists. Moat of tbelj 
articles on Franciscan subjects are from thoj 
pen of Fr. Francis Van Ortroy, S.J. Seftl 
Indices in tomos i-xi {1882-1901). BruB-j 
eels, 1904, 8vo, pp. 148. ' 

172 Eludes Frandscainet. Revue Mensuelle. j 
Publifie par lea Fr^res-Mineurs Capucins. I 
Paris; Lid. Poussielgue. J 

173 BuUettino Crilica di Cose Franeeseane, I 
diretto da Luigi Suttina. FirenJie : presso if 
libraio Francesco Lumachi. 

74 AitguBla Pentsia : Rivista di Topogrsfia, 
Arte e Costume dell' Umbria. Perugia: 
Union Tip. Cooperativa. 
175 Such as the Franciscan Annals, Franeiseam 
Monthly, La Verna, Luce e Amore, ReoUf 
Franciscaine, Oriente Serafico, etc. 

76 See for example: Conlemporary RevieiO, 

' May, 1904; Fortnightly, March, 1907 
Dublin Review, April, 1904; NineleetM 
Century, March, 1904; Catholic Wttrldi 
June and Sept., 1906 ; EdiiAurgh Review, 
Jan.. 1904; Month. Jan.. 1904; EnglUh 
Hialprical Review. Oct., 1902, etc. 

'77 See for example : Franciscan AnnaU, Nov, 
1906, p. 345; Franciscan MonlMy, Nov^ 
1906, p. 349; Feb., 1907, p. 380; ala« 
S<Uwday Revitw, 6 Oct., 1906, etc. 

^8 A. G. Little: Initia Openim Latlnonint. 
Quae aaeculis xiii, ziv, zv attribuuntur. 
Manchester: University Prese, 1004, 8vOi 
pp. xiii-275. This work, which contain! 
aSout 6,000 inei'pitB, facilitates the identtJS^ 
cation of anonymous medieval works an " 
is of material ne\p Ui amotit compiling 
catalogue of FraaciGc&a ^S%. 
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) Leto AleBsandri: Inventaria delt' Antica 
Blblioteca del S. Convento di S. Francesco 
iaAssisi, etc., Assifii : tip. Metaetaeio, 1906, 
8vo, pp. xIt-270. This inventory com- 
piled Ln 1381 by Fra. John Joli waa already 
§ublished in part by P. Fratini in hia 
toria della Basilica, Prato, 1BS2. 

I Mr. Reginald Balfour has been for some 
time engaged on a trttical edition of 
Celano's Lite of St. Clare, written in 1256. 
He gave a foretaate of this eagerly looked 
tor work at a recent meeting of "Tweotieth 
Century Franciscans." in London. The 
translation of Celano's Life of St. Clare 
forma Dot the least valuable part of The 
I^incess of Poverty, by Fr. Mananus Fiege, 
O.M. Cap. Evansville, Ind. : Keller. 1900, 
8vo, pp. 314. 

I Bee "A Few Words about Franciscan 
Studiea," by Montgomery Carmichael in 
the Franciscan Monthly, Aug., 1905, pp. 
226-228; also "The Present Position of 
Franciscan Studies," in the Franciscan 
Annals, Oct. and Nov., 1906. 

I Nino Tamassia: S. Francesco d'AsBid e 
U Eua Leggenda, Padua and Verona: 
Dmcker, 1906, IStno, pp. xi-2I6. 

> Much information of interest to students 
of Franciscan literature will be found in 
The Life of John William Walshe, F.SJV., 
edited, with an Introduction, by Mont- 
gomery Carmichael. London; Murray, 
1902 ; New York : Dutton, Svo, pp. xvUi- 
266. Of the Walatie MSS. therein men- 
tioned (pp. vii-xiii) there has appeared 
thus far only a fragment entitlea "Ordo 
Poenitentife Strictioris ObservantiE," in 
the Franciscan Monthly, Sept., 1903. Mr. 
Carmicha«l'fl forthcoming volume on Francis- 
can Studies is eagerly awaited by those who 
have found pleasure and profit in bis past 
gleanings of Fraurascan fields. 
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